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RA-III-IV-SDR-Group Member Countries and Webpage

Terms of Reference

SDR Members

Country Status
(Data Access)

Actions and 
Recommendations

Teleconferences

Meetings

Supporting 
Documents

sdr.ucr.ac.cr

WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IV

SDR Members

The current SDR Members are (Ago 2022):

Argentina, Brazil, British Caribbean Territories 

(BCT), Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Curaçao, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela 

and USA.

Centers of Excellence (CoE) for Training in 

Satellite Meteorology

Argentina (UBA and SMN), Barbados (CIMH), 

Brazil (INPE) and Costa Rica (UCR). 

sdr.ucr.ac.cr


SDR Group Face to Face Meetings, Achievements and Actions

5WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IVFor more information on SDR meetings: sdr.ucr.ac.cr/meetings | For more information on SDR Teleconferences: sdr.ucr.ac.cr/teleconferences

Achievements during the period:

• GOES-13 Scanning Options

• Evolution of User Requirements

• Framework for user provider 

interaction

• Clear training needs 

• Definition of tasks and several 

actions and recommendations

1st SDR Meeting - Greenbelt, MD,  USA - 27-28 April 2015

The SDR Group meets in person at least every two years, and, to ensure continuity, works through collaborative tools during the intersessional period

2nd SDR Meeting - Willemstad, Curaçao 5-8 September 2016

Achievements during the period:

• Preparation to GOES-R and JPSS

• Roadmap for Regional Satellite Data 

Distribution

• Associated priorities for GNC extra 

bandwidth use

• Switch-over from EUM-Americas to 

GNC-Americas 

• Other data types required

3rd SDR Meeting - New York City, New York, USA, 16 and 19 July 2017

Achievements during the period:

• Several actions to support the 

transition to GOES-16, which was 

recently launched at the time

• Review the SDR requirements list in 

light of forthcoming JPSS data and 

products5

4th SDR Meeting - Boston, USA - 29  Sep and 3 Oct 2019

Achievements during the period:

• Follow-up on previous actions

• Access the status of satellite data 

utilization in the Region

• Update on GNC-A data 

dissemination plans

• GOES-R and JPSS updates

• Approaches for future updates and 

requirements

GEO-XO Communication 
Service Plans

GEONETCast Product 
Additions and Support 

to new Installations

Training on LEO Data 
Access, Products and 

Applications

Creation of New Task 
Forces

New Product 
Requirements

Data Processing Issues
Interaction with other 

Regional Initiatives

31 participants (25 in person, 6 remote) from 19 
countries

Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK8lThzLKeU

Madison, WI,  USA - 06-07 August 2022

Follow up on the creation of the 
Latin America Meteorological 
Satellite providing necessary 

advisory

Raise awareness on 
Training Resources

https://sdr.ucr.ac.cr/meetings
https://sdr.ucr.ac.cr/teleconferences
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK8lThzLKeU


2022 SDR Updates and Action Plan

WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IV



WMO RA III and RA IV Survey 2022: Overview

RA-III (South America) RA IV (North America, Central America,
Caribbean)
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Q4. Please select your geographic region (if your organization is active in more 
than one WMO Region, please choose the region for which you wish to submit 

this survey)

Answer Choices Responses

RA-III (South America) 43,70% 111

RA IV (North America, Central America, Caribbean) 56,30% 143

Answered 254

Skipped 5
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For complete survey results, analysis and all questions please access: sdr.ucr.ac.cr/meetings

https://sdr.ucr.ac.cr/meetings


WMO RA III and RA IV Survey 2022: Preliminary Conclusions

3. Internet is still the most used means of accessing data even when other mechanisms are now available.
4. GEONETCast-Americas and the Cloud Services (Big Data Project) are favored for future solutions for gathering data.

5. The biggest problems for getting satellite data are (in no particular order): Local networking problems, Lack of 
documentation, Infrastructure (reception, storage and processing), Funding resources, Latency issues, Maintenance, 
Capacity Building and Training.  

1. Good participation of the RA III and RA IV communities, with 111 answers from RA III and 143 answers for RA IV.
2. Most of the responses indicate that it is unknown if countries have formal representation in the SDR-G.

6. The base bands are still used heavily while RGBs or derived products could provide more information. More training should go into 
better utilization of products, including gathering and generating the product.
7. Partially met or not met training is seen everywhere regarding LEO and GEO data access, meaning that a large portion of the users still 
need more training or are still waiting for it.

8. Most of the responses indicate that users are not aware of training resources and hence they are rarely used or not 
used at all. 

For complete survey results, analysis and all questions please access: sdr.ucr.ac.cr/meetings

https://sdr.ucr.ac.cr/meetings


Recent Example of Regional Engagement (Member to Member)

Sargassum Products

Requirement

Cayman Islands (BCT)

Reported by

Mexico

Already being produced by

WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IV

Existing solution adapted -> Demonstration provided -> Feedback requested

ENGAGEMENT VISIBILITY

Feedback



Recent Example of Regional Engagement (SatOp to Members)

GeoXO Communication 
Service Plans

Discussion

NOAA

Shared and Presented by

SDR Group

Discussed by

WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IV

1. GeoXO Data Distribution Plans 2. Discussion with Co-Chairs

3. Q&A with SDR Members

Early user engagement - Explanation provided - Feedback requested

ENGAGEMENT VISIBILITY

Feedback

4. GeoXO Program Overview



Satellite Data Requirement Task Forces

WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IV



SDR Data Processing and Visualization Task Force

12WMO Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements for RA III and RA IV - 31st Teleconference 

Argentina Brazil Chile
Costa 
Rica

El 
Salvador

Guatemala Mexico Peru Uruguay

Target Satellite Products

Suggestions from Experts

‘

Capacity Building Event 1

General Users 

Capacity Building Event 2

Capacity Building Event “X”

Downstream Users

Ecuador

Scripts and Open Source Solutions

Interaction and Development



RA-III-IV-SDR-Group in 2022

13

10th VLMG
RGB Workshop 2022 Collective Madison 

Meeting 2022

6th DBNet-CG5th ET-SSU

13
The 32nd SDR Teleconference is scheduled for the next Tuesday, November 22, 14:00 UTC
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