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Contents

A summary of the satellite meteorology training

conducted by the Australian VLab Centre of Excellence

over the past year.

The presentation focusses on the monthly Regional

Focus Group (RFG) meetings, highlighting:

• Celebration of the 100th RFG meeting.

• Highlighting the contribution by and collaboration

with regional subject experts in adding to the variety

and value of the training.

• Direction and initiatives for 2023
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The Australian VLab Centre of Excellence 
and contacts 2013 to 2022

RAV
Samoa

Fiji

New Zealand

Vanuatu

Solomon Islands

Melbourne

Philippines

Indonesia

Singapore
Mick Pope

(Head of CoE)

Bodo Zeschke

(Main Point of Contact)

Other important contacts:

• JMA

• CMA

• KMA

• USA

• EUMETSAT

Tuvalu

Tonga

Timor-Leste

Malaysia

Satellite Champions

RAV/RAII contacts

PNG

Peter Davidson

(Head of CoE)
Roger Deslandes

(Head of CoE)

DuncanTippins

(Head of CoE)
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The Australian VLab Centre of Excellence 
and contacts 2013 to 2022

Total number of remote stakeholders attending the 11 sessions = 468+
Average number of participants per session = 39+

3.8

5.8

Average number of remote participants per session by geographical location shown 
above

0.1
0.1

0.3
0.3

2.3

0.1

3.5
1.1

185 (15.4 per session) participants could not be identified

0.1
0.1

0.3

0.1

0.10.1 0.2
0.10.2

0.3

0.5

0.8 0.6

0.3

0.7

0.1

0.1

0.3
0.3

0.9

0.1

0.1



Australian VLab Centre 
of Excellence 

100
Regional Focus Group 

meetings



Jeff Wilson Dr Mick Pope Roger 
Deslandes

Silipa Mulitalo and Samoan Colleagues

Chris Webster
Dr Jordan Gerth

Jennifer Strahl

Dr Bernie Connell

Roro Purwanti

Kunimatsu Hiroshi 

Dr Hyesook 
Park
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Presentations by VLab 
Colleagues

A. Invited Speakers

B. Group Case Studies

C. Mini Case Studies

A

B C
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Presentations by invited speakers since AOMSUC-11

September 2022

Mr Rion Salman

March 2022

Mr Joe Courtney

April 2022

Mr Di Xian

August 2022

Mr Scott Lindstrom

November 2022

Mr Di Xian



10The Bureau of Meteorology

Mauna Eria,

Chris Webster

…also Chip Young,
Prof. Steven Businger,

Ning Li. Professor Yi-Leng Chen

Miriam Kataunati

Cooperative Case Study 1: 
Significant Swell event, 
Pacific Ocean 11-17th July 

2022, as monitored by satellite 
and surface observations and 

NWP model data

Jennifer Strahl, Dr Eric Lau,

Tristan Oakley, Dr Alison Nugent
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Cooperative Case Study 2: The eruption of Hunga Tonga-
Hunga Ha'apai volcano, 15th January 2022

2: The shock wave of 
the eruption

3: Spreading out of the ash/SO2 from the eruption 4: The height of the eruption

5: Marine conditions around 
the eruption1: Introduction

Laitia Fifita

Scott Lindstrom

Ok Hee Kim

David Martin

Anjelica Chang
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Multiple "mini case studies" within one meeting: 
Meteorological highlights of the year 2021

Kona Low
Hawaii

TC Jawad

TC Teratai

Baroclinic Leaf
New Zealand

Strange Mountain 
Waves Tasmania

La 
Soufriere 
eruption

Karymsky
eruption

Dixie-Caldor 
Fire

Lunar 
Eclipse

Korea 
heatwave

U Kyaw Lwin Oo, 
Myanmar

Scott Lindstrom, 
USA

Jordan Gerth, 
USA

Chris Webster, 
New Zealand

Ok Hee Kim, 
South Korea

Joe Courtney, 
Australia

Format recommended by Jordan Gerth (NOAA / USA)
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Recordings of our Regional Focus Group Discussions

http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/archive/regional-focus-group-recordings/
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BMTC Operational Plan and implications for the VLab

Some key points:

1. Big classes (50+ students) at BMTC Grad Dip Met course in

2022. Additional contributions by colleagues may be required

to ensure the Australian VLab CoE Regional Focus Group

(RFG) meetings continue on a monthly basis (see point 3).

2. It is proposed to set up a timetable of future RFG meetings,

looking ahead a few months, if practical.

3. Continue to expand the scope of the VLab to include more

presentations by Bureau and International staff.

4. Our Australian and International students may contribute to

the RFG meetings during the Tropical Meteorology class in

2023.

5. Explore options for contributing to the VLab beyond the RFG

meetings
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Summary

I have summarised the satellite meteorology training

conducted by the Australian VLab Centre of Excellence

over the past year.

The presentation focussed on the monthly Regional

Focus Group (RFG) meetings, highlighting:

• The celebration of the 100th RFG meeting.

• The significant contributions by and collaboration

with regional subject experts in adding to the variety

and value of the training.

Direction and initiatives for 2023 were also presented


