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Topics to be presented

• Celebrating 9 Years of Regional Focus Group (RFG) meetings

• Statistics of the past year of RFG meetings

• Contributions by attendees

o Individual presentations

o Cooperative case studies

o Multiple "mini case studies" within one meeting

• Celebrating the 100th Australian VLab CoE RFG meeting

• Archive of recordings of the RFG meetings



First Regional 
Focus Group 

meeting October 
2013

…. 103 meetings 
on a near monthly 

basis

9th
3402+ attendees, 104 sessions



Total number of remote stakeholders attending the 11 sessions = 468+
Average number of participants per session = 39+

The past year of Regional Focus Group meetings –
statistics October 2021 to October 2022
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Highlights of the VLab Sessions of 2021 / 2022:
A constellation of presenters from across the region

September 2022

Mr Rion Salman

March 2022

Mr Joe Courtney

April 2022

Mr Di Xian

October 2021

Mr Gao Hao

August 2022

Mr Scott Lindstrom



Mauna Eria,

Chris Webster

…also Chip Young,
Prof. Steven Businger,

Ning Li. Professor Yi-Leng Chen

Miriam Kataunati

Cooperative Case Study 1: 
Significant Swell event, 

Pacific Ocean 11-17th July 
2022, as monitored by satellite 

and surface observations and 
NWP model data

Jennifer Strahl, Dr Eric Lau,

Tristan Oakley, Dr Alison Nugent



Cooperative Case Study 2: The eruption of Hunga Tonga-Hunga
Ha'apai volcano, 15th January 2022

2: The shock wave of 
the eruption

3: Spreading out of the ash/SO2 from the eruption 4: The height of the eruption

5: Marine conditions around 
the eruption1: Introduction

Laitia Fifita

Scott Lindstrom

Ok Hee Kim

David Martin

Anjelica Chang



Multiple "mini case studies" within one meeting: 
Meteorological highlights of the year 2021

RFG meeting December 2021. Format recommended by Jordan Gerth (NOAA / USA)
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Multiple "mini case studies" within one meeting: 
Meteorological highlights of the year 2021 

RFG meeting January 2022. Format recommended by Jordan Gerth (NOAA / USA)
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Jeff Wilson Dr Mick Pope Roger 
Deslandes

Silipa Mulitalo and Samoan Colleagues

Chris Webster
Dr Jordan Gerth

Jennifer Strahl

Dr Bernie Connell

Roro Purwanti

Kunimatsu Hiroshi 

Dr Hyesook 
Park



Recordings of our Regional Focus Group Discussions
http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/archive/regional-focus-group-recordings/

http://www.virtuallab.bom.gov.au/archive/regional-focus-group-recordings/


Summary

• Celebrating 9 Years of Regional Focus Group (RFG) meetings

• Have shown the statistics of the past year of RFG meetings

• Have summarised the contributions by attendees, including

o Individual presentations

o Cooperative case studies

o Multiple "mini case studies" within one meeting

• Celebrating the 100th Australian VLab CoE RFG meeting

• Advertised the archive of recordings of the RFG meetings


